Random generator hoax mail:

     1 OPEN A WORD DOCUMENT

     2 TYPE   =rand(200,99)

     3 PRESS ENTER AND WAIT 3 SECONDS

MICROSOFT WILL REWARD ANYONE WHO CAN EXPLAIN IT (Don’t you believe it!)

     DON'T FORGET 2 SPACES BEFORE THE = SIGN

It's taken on urban legend status, but it's actually a documented

function used to create boilerplate documents with dummy text--- useful

for testing formatting options, fonts, and such. Change the variables,

and you change the length of the generated dummy text. For example, the

command above creates 200 paragraphs, each with 99 sentences.

In English, the dummy sentence is "The quick brown fox jumps over the

lazy dog." The French version says (in French) "Serve this gentleman a

beer and some kiwis." Spanish yields "The quick Hindu bat ate happy

golden thistle and kiwi" or "The stork played the saxophone behind the

bale of straw." These strange sentences contain all the letters of the

alphabet (in their native language), and so serve well for creating 

dummy text. (See http://www.langa.com/newsletters/2001/2001-04-19.htm#10 )

Microsoft will not "reward" you for figuring this out. 

And on Wednesday, April 03, 2002, I got this tip in my e-mail:

Meaningless Text

If you are looking for a quick way to put meaningless tripe in your document, then Word is only too happy to oblige. Why would you need meaningless tripe? Perhaps to do some testing or to fill some space. Regardless, Word provides a quick way to do this. Try the following:

1. Position the cursor at the beginning of a paragraph. 

2. Type =rand() and press ENTER. (It doesn't really matter if you use lowercase, uppercase, or mixed case.) 

Word replaces this text with 3 paragraphs of 5 sentences each. Each sentence is the classic and ever-popular "The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog." You can vary the number of sentences per paragraph, as well as the number of paragraphs, by using the format =rand(p,s) in step 2. In this format, p is replaced with the number of paragraphs you want, and s is replaced with the number of sentences per paragraph. Thus, if you wanted 9 paragraphs of 7 sentences each, you could use =rand(9,7) in step 2. You can leave out the sentence count parameter, if desired, and Word will resort to the default of 5 sentences per paragraph.

If this doesn't work, check the following:

1. Choose AutoCorrect from the Tools menu. Word displays the AutoCorrect dialog box. 


2. Make sure the Replace Text As You Type check box is selected. 

3. Click on OK to close the dialog box. 

It is interesting to note that if you look through AutoCorrect replacement text entries in the AutoCorrect dialog box, you will find nothing there about this feature. It seems, instead, to be built into Word "behind the scenes.

